) in Clarksville and 'Climax' (1.6 m 3 ) and 'Tifblue' (3.2 m 3 ) in Poplarville. However, more southern highbush (2153 plants/ha) than rabbiteye (1495 plants/ha) plants can be grown per unit area.
'Gulfcoast' ripens a few days earlier than 'Cooper' ( Texas; and Poplarville, Miss. Four singleplant replications of seven entries were evaluated at each location from 1990 to 1992.
Description
Plants of 'Cooper' and 'Gulfcoast' are upright, moderately vigorous, and moderately productive. Mulching is required for these plants to reach their full growth potential (Spiers, 1992) . Reduced plant vigor after the first two or three growing seasons has been a major deficiency of southern highbush cultivars. Mulched, irrigated, and lightly pruned, 'Cooper' and 'Gulfcoast' plants are vigorous after growing 5 years in Poplarville (Fig. 2) .
'Cooper' and 'Gulfcoast' tetraploid southern highbush blueberries were developed by the Agricultural Research Service of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA) breeding programs in Beltsville, Md., and Poplarville, Miss. These cultivars were released in 1987 for production in the coastal plains of the southeastern United States to provide fruit for the mid-May to early June market window, when the supply of fresh blueberries is low.
Origin 'Cooper' (tested as MS78) and 'Gulfcoast' (tested as MS90) resulted from the cross G-180 x US75 ( Fig. 1) 1990 1991 1992 1990 1991 1992 1990 1991 1992 1990 1991 Ratings are made on a scale from 1 to 10 (8-10 = recognizable successively higher values than 7; 7 = average commercial value for the trait; 6 = least acceptable value for the trait; and 5-1 = recognizable successively lower values than 6). y Paired cultivar means separated by t test at P ≤ 0.05. 1990 1991 1992 1990 1991 1992 1990 1991 1992 1990 1991 1992 1990 1991 1992 
